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The 
Pastor’s 
Desk 
From Pastor Barry

To my fellow sisters 
and brothers in Christ 
Jesus. As we make our 
way through the Fall 
and into the Winter 
months, we now 
approach our Annual 

Charge Conference. SPRC will be meeting with our District 
Superintended Rev. DR. David Calhoun online on 
Wednesday, November 17th at 3 pm. Our Charge 
Conference will be led by Rev. Bob John online on 
Wednesday, November 17th at 6 pm. All are welcome to 
attend the Charge Conference. Please email me with a 
request to join, and I will send you an email with the Zoom 
link. 

For this bi-monthly newsletter from the Pastor’s Desk, I am 
sharing my Pastor’s Report for the past year.

The COVID-19 crisis has brought many challenges to 
our community of faith. As we adapted to the struggles of 
separation and found new ways to connect, now as we open 
are doors again there will be some permanent changes. All 
of our Bible studies, meetings, and other gathering will be 
offered in a hybrid environment. The people at Grace found 
new ways of supporting and reaching out to our community 
through our ‘Giving Fence.’ From the children’s garden, 
support of our local schools, and outreach drives, I am very 
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Sunday Service 

Sundays at a 10:00  

Masks are optional for the 
vaccinated. 

Social distancing 
practiced as mandated by 
the state. 

Services will be posted on 
Facebook and our website 
following the Sunday service. 

Reach Us 

Feel free to contact Grace with 
your prayer requests, 
questions, comments…
anything at all.  

Grace United Methodist 
Church 

10 Park Avenue 

Westerly, RI 02891 

401-596-8000 

Follow Us 

@graceumcRI 

GraceUMCRI

GRACE 
 www.graceri.org
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pleased with how all of you looked into being 
creative in worshiping and celebrating God's 
Word. 

I am pleased to announce that the 
recovery programs that meet at Grace are 
starting to return. Our call to Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, and Open Doors is lived out in 
our worship, our studies, and our mission. 
Our vision of opening our hearts wide to the 
community has led us in the development of 
new and trusted relationships. These honored 
fellowships have led us to come together very 
deliberately in small group gatherings. We are 
living our call to love and care for one another 
as well as our neighbor. This year I have 
completed my first year at Wesley Theological 
Seminary. I continue to give praise to God, 
and thanks to all those at Grace that support 
me as I continue to grow into God's call. I 
praise God our Savior for all my sisters and brothers in Christ. I love you all and look forward to 
a new year of praying, working, worshiping, and celebrating the great gift of life! For Christ is 
Risen, Christ has Risen indeed! Amen!

Sunday School Scoop 
By Cathy Burdick
Sunday School teacher, 
Danielle has kept her 
students very busy, harvesting 
their Community Garden, 
growing near the church 
playground. Children learned 
about the difference between 
charity and mission while 
growing kale, cucumbers, 
peppers, peas and tomatoes 
and then sharing their 
harvest. They also discussed 
ways they can reach out to other children in school and their neighborhood to offer a hand, 
school supplies and a place at the lunch table. Danielle's two assistants, Noah and Kieleigh, work 
with anywhere from 4 to 14 students during Sunday service. The first Sunday of each month, 
Children's Sunday, gives the group the opportunity to share with the congregation, all that they 
are learning as well as taking an active role in every part of the worship service.  
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Also, please follow our Sunday school Facebook page (@gracesundayschool) and visit our page 
on Grace’s website (https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school), especially if you cannot attend 
Sunday school in person.

Outreach and Service
By Pastor Barry and Theresa Gregal
September’s school supply drive was 
successful thanks to all the kind people who 
took part. Brenda got a lovely letter from 
State Street thanking the parishioners. 
Socktober wrapped up October 31st. Thanks 
again to all who donated socks for the 
homeless. Barbi will take the donations to 
the Warm Shelter. 

November we will be collecting food for 
those in need. There will be a donation bin 
outside the red doors of the narthex. We will 
display this food on the altar until 
Thanksgiving when they will be given to the 
Jonnycake Center. 

Worship & Membership Team
By Theresa Gregal
As you have noticed, we have re-introduced 
Coffee Time after the service. Please stop by 
and have some coffee, cookies, and chit-chat 
after service. We would love to have you. You 
may also have noticed some changes in the 
narthex as Coffee Time evolves. 

Lois is heading up Grace’s new Prayer Team. Do 
you want to join or submit a pray request? Please 
visit our website for more information on how to 
sign up or talk to Lois.
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Heads Up!

November 7 All Souls Day Service

November 14 Veterans’ Day Service

November 21 Thanksgiving Service

November 28 First Day of Advent

December 5 Hanging of the 
Greens Service

https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school
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On November 14, Edwina will set up the Missing Man Table (or Fallen Comrade Table), and she 
will explain the significance of this memorial. Also, we are excited to be doing a Hanging of the 
Greens service on December 5 after which we will be decorating the church for the Christmas 
season. We hope to see you there.

Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barry
There is not much to report at this time. We would like to thank those that have cared for the 
landscape at Grace in the planting and nurturing of flowers and shrubbery (Thanks, Julie and 
Ellen).  
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Let Us Go Now to Bethlehem:  
A Zoom Bible Study for Advent and Christmas.  

Wednesday nights 7:00-8:00pm, December 1, 2021-January 5, 2022. Email 
Pastor Michele Melia by November 24 to register, Pastor@wesley-umc.org. 

Bible Study 
with our friends at 

Wesley United 
Methodist Church. 

Join us!
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Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

The low temperatures of November and December don’t draw us into the garden to plant or weed. We 
certainly don’t want to sit in the shade sipping ice cold lemonade with cold winds or snow blowing and 
biting our noses and finger tips. Can we garden with Jesus at this time of the year?  For sure , we can.

In the month of November, we prepare our hearts (just as we prepare the ground for planting) digging up 
thoughts of thankfulness and  going over the seeds of goodness from answered prayers provided during 
the past months. The Thanksgiving meal where we gather with loved ones will contain garden vegetables. 
We decorate our table with pumpkins and colored leaves bringing the garden inside. Jesus is with us.

The deserts of this meal reminds me of a special 
harvest provided by the Holy Spirit found in 
Galatians 5:22 . The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self control. As we gather thoughts 
of what we are thankful for, may we be encouraged 
to share our seeds and fruit of the harvest because 
we have been given so much.
                 
In December, we are not working in our garden this 
month, but if we make time to feed the birds, there 
is movement and color as we look outside. If it 
snows, the bushes and trees provide structures for 
glistening forms that stir our imaginations and give 
beauty to the sleeping garden—if we make time to 
look. I think of a sleeping baby in the straw lined 
manger so long ago. That tiny baby came into the world to teach us how to love, feel joy, live in peace, and 
He demonstrated patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  

December is Jesus’s birthday month, but He is the gift giver. 
Let’s take time to enjoy the gifts that he gives.
Let’s make time to share these gifts with others.

Happy Christmas.

5


	Sunday Service
	Reach Us
	Follow Us
	The Pastor’s Desk
	Sunday School Scoop
	Outreach and Service
	Worship & Membership Team
	Trustees’ Beat

