September-October 2021

GRACE
www.graceri.org
Sunday Service

The
Pastor’s
Desk

Sundays at a 10:00
Masks are optional for the
vaccinated.

From Pastor Barr

Social distancing
practiced as mandated by
the state.

Praise Go
It’s hard to believe
that summer is just
about over. Children a
little sad that school
has begun is being
countered with the joy of their parents.

Services will be posted on
Facebook and our website
following the Sunday service.

Reach Us

As I sit at my desk writing this letter, I nd myself
pondering and re ecting on this rainy summer. As I re ect
my heart is warmed at the thought that keeps entering my
mind “Praise God!”

Feel free to contact Grace with
your prayer requests,
questions, comments…
anything at all.

Praise God for the rain that caused this summer to be a
lled with beautiful green grass and full trees

Grace United Methodist
Church

Praise God for all the people that come together in worship,
even on those hot sunny days

10 Park Avenue
Westerly, RI 02891

Praise God for the time I spent with my family on the
crowded shorelines of Misquamicut Beach.

401-596-8000

Praise God for this busy time of year that we are about to
enter into

Follow Us
@graceumcRI

Praise God for the love that was shared by You, Jesus the
redeemer of our Souls

GraceUMCRI

Praise God
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Or
Why God was it so rainy
Why God doesn’t the church have A/C
Why God is this beach so crowded
Why God does the fall have to be so busy
It seems we have a choice, doesn’t it? Why God? –
Or Praise God! So, here’s the question. Which are
you
Are you a Why God… Or a Praise God
It’s a choice…
As we choose I will leave you with this prayer of
Thanksgiving from Isaiah 25:8-9
“You, Lord God, will swallow up death forever, and You will wipe away the tears from all faces;
You will remove the reproach of Your people from all the earth. For You have spoken. And it will
be said in that day, “Behold, this is our God: We have waited for our God, and our Lord will save
us! This is the Lord, in which we have trusted. Let us rejoice and be glad in God’s salvation.
…this is why I Praise God! God bless
Pastor Barr

Wishing all children a good
and healthy start to this
school year. Keep them in
your prayers.

”


?


?


!


,


?


.


?


 


y


?


 


2

Grace United Methodist Church

September-October 2021

Sunday School Scoop
The children have been working on the church’s very rst
community vegetable garden. They have been learning
about being good stewards of God’s creation along with
living into the call to love our neighbor. The children are
now in the planning stage of how the fruits of their labor
can be used to live into our call of being in harmony with
nature, neighbor, and God. A special thank you for all of
those that helped in this new venture.
Also, please follow our Sunday school Facebook page
(@gracesundayschool) and visit our page on Grace’s website
(https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school), especially if you
cannot attend Sunday school in person

Outreach and Servic
By Pastor Barry and Theresa Grega
The LaFazia Project is gearing up for a backpack drive for
the kids at the State Street School. We are waiting to hear
back from the school as to what the kids need. Stay tuned.
Brenda LaFazia is doing a fabulous job coordinating the
altar owers. If you would like to buy owers for the altar,
please see Brenda at the Sunday service, sign up in the
narthex, or send the church an email. The owers can be in
memory or in honor of a loved one. After the service, you
are then welcome to take the owers home with you.
The Worship & Membership Team has decided to bring
back Co ee Hour after the Sunday service. Stop by for some
co ee, cookies, and conversation. Let’s get to know each
other better
Looking ahead, October is Socktober. We collect new
socks for adults and kids, socks being an often forgotten
about necessity for those in need. Do you want to be apart
of this outreach
Coming up in November, we will have our annual food
drive. In December, we have our Winter Warm Up. Stay
tuned for more information and how you can get involved
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Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barr
Things are relatively slow regarding the Trustees. We
weathered the tropical storm, although we had some
damage occur to two vehicles in our parking lot from our
neighbor’s shed blowing onto the property. We are in the
process of resolving the issue. Some minor repairs were
made to the playground and to the church. The parsonage
is in the process of having two outside doors replaced

Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, spent
his life studying Jesus’ teachings,
trying to live like Jesus and sharing
Jesus’ “good news” with all he met
He said: Gain all you can. Save all
you can Give all you can
The Fall garden inspires us to carry
out these sentiments. It’s harvest time and whether we
grow vegetables or owers we gather the fruits of our
labor at their peak now. We collect seeds for next year's
planting. We prepare fruits or vegetables by freezing or
canning or drying to use in the cold winter months. This is
the perfect time to share our harvest with anyone Jesus
puts in our path.

The LaFazia Project is working with
local schools to help ll any needs they
may have. Stay tuned on how you can
support this important outreach.

Although John Wesley was referring
to money, I can’t help seeing the
similarity of gardening when there
de nitely is a method to
gain all we can by
planning, preparing,
planting, watering,
feeding, pruning and harvesting to save our
Special Sunday
crops. To give from what we have gained is at
October 3, 202
the heart of Jesus’ teaching and John Wesley’s
Learn more at
preaching.

www.graceri.org

It is truly rewarding to see our plants develop
into something beautiful, useful or delicious
but it is amazingly heart warming to share
these with our community as Jesus teaches.

.
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