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The
Pastor’s
Desk
From Pastor Barry

It’s a bit chilly as I
sit at my desk as I
am preparing this
letter, I am looking
out my o ce
window with ice
and snowdrifts on
the ground my
mind begins to drift toward the hope of spring. It has always
seemed to me that spring is God’s creative narrative of hope
and promise that is found in the Easter message. We love
the warmth, hope, and new life that spring o ers. Many love
the fall of fresh snow, but by February— March, we have
had our full ll. Some even would like to skip winter
altogether; as I get older, I must admit I could do without
the chill. However, as I re ect and continue to ponder, I
hold to the mystery that it is out of the death of the cold
dark days that the optimistic de ance of new life will come
to break forth in the spring. True to the Easter promise,
new life cannot come without the cold reality of the cross
and the tomb.
As I write to you all, I am melancholy as I miss my dear
friend and colleague Edwina Kellers. Edwina was a loyal and
talented Organist and a grandmother to all the children at
Grace UMC for over 15 years. She was a dedicated employee
at Walmart for over 25 years. Edwina and her husband Al
were Leaders and role models for Cub Scouts and Boy Scout
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Troop 15 in Charlestown, RI, and had
received the prestigious Silver Beaver Award
for Scouting. I rst met Edwina in the
summer of 2008. She welcomed me in the
sanctuary to discuss our future ministry
together. As we sat and discussed the coming
days, she said with a smile, “Barry, I am here
to support you, the pastor, the best that I
can.”
Over the years, we became trusted friends and a member of our family
evermore. She adopted our children as her own, showing up to their
sporting events, their games, always sharing newspaper clippings when
they were recognized for an achievement. I miss my beloved friend, to
which we joked about how we were“partners in crime.” As I had the most
blessed opportunity, before she passed, to say our goodbyes. I was blessed to be comforted by her
presence of faith that a rmed although winter has fallen upon her, one day it will be spring. Oh,
how I wish that day was today… But spring cannot come until winter has its full rage. Lent is
upon us, and we may try to wish it away. But Easter cannot come until Lent has its way. As I
shared at the beginning of this letter, winter transitioning into spring is God’s creative narrative
of hope and promise found in the hope and truth of the Resurrection. In this same hope and
truth, in the true spirit of my beloved friend, rather than goodbye, I will say TTFN, a Ta-Ta For
Now.

Sunday School Scoop
By Cathy Burdick
Our Sunday School children have been very busy
academically and with community outreach.
Over a few weeks, students have been studying
Moses, his birth story and the signi cance of the
burning bush.
Valentine's cards were made and distributed to
the Westerly Health Center. Along the church
fence, neighbor's could nd beautiful magnetic
Valentine hearts for the taking. I'm sure they put
a smile on everyone's faces. You'll never know
what you nd on that playground fence.
Also, please follow our Sunday school Facebook
page (@gracesundayschool) and visit our page on
Grace’s website (https://www.graceri.org/sundayschool), especially if you cannot attend Sunday
school in person.
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Outreach and Service
By Theresa Gregal
January and February we held our Winter Warm
Up campaign on the #gumcgivingfence. Thank
you to all who donated. It was well received
again this year.
Through donations to the LaFazia Project, we
were able to supply the State Street School with
much needed snow pants.
The Sunday school gang did great outreach as
mentioned in the Sunday School Scoop. Thanks!
We hope to continue to provide local outreach
via the #gumcgivingfence. You have an idea you want to implement? Come see us!

Prayer Team
By Lois Fulton 🙏

Beginning our sixth month, In His Grace Prayer
Team is 8 strong here at Grace. We are joined by
Wesley UMC in praying for each other’s prayer
lists. We receive prayer requests by email , text
and person to person ,and have had requests
from other states. God is listening and we are
rejoicing ,seeing many healings and answers to
our prayers. His amazing Grace on the move.
Praise God!
A few thoughts from team members:
Our prayer group is a place to come, o er hope, li
each other up and ask for healing Emotiona y and
physica y. Amen. Also a place to praise God and o er
thanks! Ellen Stasco
Here is what it has meant to me. We are a group that comes together to pray for people, situations and
concerns. It is a place of comfort in knowing others pray with you for both joys and concerns on your heart.
Because it is a text messaging prayer group, you always have a family in your pocket to reach out to. It knits
us together in a place where we can be encouraged, where we are not alone, and where we can nd strength
that comes om God. Praying together joins us in a community of faith by bringing a our thanks, joys and
concerns to our God. Together we pray! Pastor Michele Melia
Being a part of this prayer team is such a blessing for me. A way to connect with brothers and sisters who
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love the Lord. A way to connect with God in a tangible way that proves His Presence in our lives not only by
the answers that bring rejoicing But by the comfort of His people that He brought to this group. Lois Fulton
Amen Mike Melia
We invite you to join us. A prayer request comes to you in a group text. You don’t have to
respond (although it is encouraging when you feel like it to Give an Amen or prayer hand
emoji ). There are no special words to pray. Your prayers are your own; however, answered
Prayers are for all of us to share in the joy and thankfulness together. Come, be part of a miracle.

Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barry
We are pleased to share that we have dedicated our second o ce to Pastor Michele Melia.
Pastor Michele is the appointed pastor of Wesley UMC in Lincoln. Out of the spirit and truth
of the United Methodist Church being a connectional church, providing Pastor Michele with an
o ce will help her reduce time in her commute, as well as help her and Pastor Barry work
together in cooperative ministries.
We would like to thank MIKE MURPHY’S LANDSCAPING, (860) 599-5981 for the
wonderful job he does plowing our church’s parking lot.
All the downstairs bathroom water valves have been either replaced or refurbished.

Worship & Membership Team
By Theresa Gregal
We are glad to have our Co ee Time back. Thanks to
all who provide the treats.
We are exploring ideas for this Easter season.
The Worship and Membership Team meet the rst
Tuesday of each month from 6:00-7:00pm in a hybrid
meeting. For more information about the Team, visit
www.graceri.org or email umcgrace@gmail.com.

Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

Ash Wednesday falls on the second day of March this year, opening the season of Lent. Lent ,a
Latin term for Spring and also is related to the lengthening of daylight that happens in the
Spring. Spring! a word that stirs our hearts with hope and new beginnings and a gardener's head
with visions of bright colorful owers and beds or pots of fresh vegetables spilling out and over
their designated spots.
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I nd this inspiring and exciting as it coincides with my plan to walk my property to survey the
condition of my ower and vegetable beds where snow ,ice and winter winds have had their way
the past three months. I'm sure there will be some dead plants and leaves to be removed and
placed on the compost pile.
Dead plants! I know, that doesn't sound exciting or inspiring but it is part of life in a garden.
Removing those plants allows the sun to reach
down to warm the earth and encourage new
green shoots to emerge from the underlying soil.
Composting these dead plants will become an
important ingredient in healthy soil to grow other
plants.
Do you know that the ashes used for Ash
Wednesday come from burning the palms of the
previous year's Palm Sunday? You can read about it
in the 1992 Methodist Book of Worship Last year's
leftover palms are given a new purpose.
As I survey my garden I invite Jesus in for this
much awaited season of gardening with Him.
I talk to Him about the mistakes and rebellious
attitudes that I had in the past year. Not
"gardening" in the way that He forgives me. I'm
thinking with the increased cost of food in the grocery stores this year, planting more vegetables
or having a few chickens for fresh eggs would be a good idea. But, this is the season of
re ection so I will take my time and not rush into MY plan.There are 26 verses in the Bible
telling us how to care for our gardens and God's sweet creatures. I'll listen to His Words.
This year's Lenten journey in my garden will certainly be special. A time of new beginnings and
purpose. I'm so thankful to be gardening with Jesus.💜

Important Dates
March 2

Ash Wednesday short service at 5:00pm, ashes available until 6:00pm

April 10

Palm Sunday 10:00am service

April 14

Maundy Thursday 6:00pm offering a communion service

April 15

Good Friday 7:00 offering a somber service

April 17

Easter service 10:00am
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