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The 
Pastor’s 
Desk 
From Pastor Barry

What if we rethink 
church?

As we begin the 
summer months, we 
are filled with new 
hopes and dreams, as 

God’s creation reveals its beautiful harvest all around us. As 
I celebrate the warm and sunny day, I reflect on the strange 
truth that as new life is being revealed all around us, that 
many churches go into hibernation mode. Summers are 
notorious for being the slowest season of the church. 
Interestingly, the time of year that is so exuberant with life 
offers the exact opposite reaction in the church. Well, I 
propose that we use this time to be excited and extra active 
in the many gifts that God has given. 

Over the next month, I will be actively reaching out and 
asking how you feel called into service at Grace UMC. 
Considering this future invitation, I ask you to explore and 
reflect upon this question, “What if I rethink church?”

Below I have included an article from UMCOM on “What 
if we rethink church?”

I pray that all of you have a blessed and prosperous summer,

God bless,

Pastor Barry
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Sunday Service 

Sundays at a 10:00  

Masks are optional for the 
vaccinated. 

Social distancing 
practiced as mandated by 
the state. 

Services will be posted on 
Facebook and our website 
following the Sunday service. 

Reach Us 

Feel free to contact Grace with 
your prayer requests, 
questions, comments…
anything at all.  

Grace United Methodist 
Church 

10 Park Avenue 

Westerly, RI 02891 

401-596-8000 

Follow Us 

@graceumcRI 

GraceUMCRI

GRACE 
 www.graceri.org
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Pastor Barry 

"Open hearts" challenges us to show kindness, acceptance, and hospitality to everyone - guests and 
members alike. But, what if "open" moves from an adjective to a verb and together we open hearts, 
open minds, and open doors? How can we rethink church as more of an out-of-building 365-days-
a-year experience, where anyone seeking may find a spiritual journey they can call their own? 
And, what if we invited the world to come? 

United Methodist Communications has initiated a conversation at all levels of the connection, 
designed to open a global dialogue about reaching spiritual seekers with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. It stems from one key question: “What if we Rethink Church?” 

In the ramp-up to the “Rethink Church” emphasis 
of the “Open hearts” ministry, people at all levels 
of the denomination are asking about the 
“program” elements of the initiative. It seems that, 
upon hearing of this development, many people 
anticipate the impending release of a ready-made, 
fully-formed, “just add water” church “program.” 
Remember, the established resources of Igniting 
Ministry fit with this initiative. Many tools 
already exist. Others will evolve over time. As 
“Igniting Ministry” becomes “Rethink Church” 
we will live with old and new wineskins, striving 
to honor the past and plan for the future. 

A message we have delivered since the beginning 
of the “Open hearts” ministry bears repeating 
now: “This is not a program or a committee. It’s a way of life.” To engage in ministry with people 
who currently have few (or no) connections to the church requires a new way of doing and being the 
Church. “Business as usual” no longer applies. It’s time for us to rethink “Church.” 

“Rethink Church” bears a dual message strategy for church “outsiders” and insiders alike. To our 
unchurched, young adult neighbors, it says, “Think about your spiritual journey and what churches 
may have to offer you.” To ourselves, it may say, “Think about whether you have anything that young 
adults would want.” To reconcile these messages – and, perhaps, conflicting expectations – requires 
effort.  

Use these themes in your church, and live with this new direction. 
  
You, in partnership with the Holy Spirit and the people of your community, will collaborate to 
“Rethink Church.” 
“Material obtained from United Methodist Communica6ons at www.umcom.org” 
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Sunday School Scoop 
The Sunday School has continues their Youth Group 
Community Garden Project. Pastor Barry installed a hose 
for easy watering. Veggies are happening! Thanks to all the 
Sunday school kids for taking part. Also, thanks to Lois, 
Ellen and Julie for lending a hand. If you want be a part of 
this cool project, email us at umcgrace@gmail.com. 

Also, please follow our Sunday school Facebook page 
(@gracesundayschool) and visit our page on Grace’s website 
(https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school), especially if you 
cannot attend Sunday school in person.

Outreach and Service
By Pastor Barry and Theresa Gregal
The Giving Fence has been a busy spot with our 
community garden; however, that’s not all. On Mother’s 
Day, the Giving Fence has carnations for neighborhood 
kids to give to their moms. On Father’s day, the World’s 
Greatest Dad buttons were available. Both were a success. 

This summer, we are looking forward to another LaFazia 
Project: a backpack drive for back to school. Stayed tuned 
for how you can help. Also, in August we will be doing a 
clean up and touch up of our community playground.

Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barry
Two new infant swings were replaced in the community 
play ground.
A watering station was added for the youth community 
garden, and a team of Angels have 
been helping to water and maintain 
the youth community garden. Also, 
new flower beds and mulch has been 
added by one of our Church's 
Angels. 

Our wheelchair ramp that had a crack 
has been repaired.
The town is installing new waterlines in the street. We are 
able to maintain access to the parking lot during this 
upgrade 
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Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

For a good part of my life there have been children 
around while I garden. Babies napping in a port a crib, 
toddlers pulling on dandelions as I pull weeds colorful 
flowers for a bouquet that the summer garden provides.
 

On my little farm in Charlestown, Rhode Island, 
children of all ages would come to learn about red 
wiggler composting worms, hold baby bunnies and see 

Noah and Fern, two Baby Doll Sheep, 
get their summer haircuts. A sensory 
garden brought giggles as the children 
touched the soft fuzzy leaves of lamb's 
ears, curly parsley and bright yellow 
buttons of tansy. They loved the 
smells of lavender, roses and scented 

geraniums. There were blueberries to pick and eat along 
with chocolate chip cookies made with chocolate mint 
from the garden and of course lemonade with leaves of 
lemon balm in the ice cubes.
 

Jesus said “Let the little children come” (Matthew 
19:14), and they did. As I drift back to many sweet 
memories of children in the garden, I am suddenly 
jolted, thinking of the past months of the pandemic. 
Seeing children in masks and thinking of their 
confinement with playgrounds and fun learning places 
shut down. But, here it is the middle of summer. The 
height of our growing season. The children have grown 
too. They made it through!
 

Here at Grace the children are 
working on a vegetable garden to 
share with the neighbors. At 
graduations, beautiful bouquets of 
flowers are given by families as 
expressions of love and 
congratulations to their courageous 
children . 

My grandchildren come to my garden to pick peas and 
strawberries. We can have a glass of lemonade together. 
God has made a way! The joy of life that I saw on their 
faces at my farm long ago returns. 

Gardening with children is gardening with Jesus. 
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Congratulations 

Danielle and Will!

These two were married 
June 30 in New Hampshire. 
We wish them all the best.


	Sunday Service
	Reach Us
	Follow Us
	The Pastor’s Desk
	Sunday School Scoop
	Outreach and Service
	Trustees’ Beat

