
C H I L D R E N ’ S  M E S S A G E

Peace 
  with Justice



WE ARE FAMILYThis children’s message connects Peace 
with Justice Sunday with the lectionary 
text for the First Sunday after Pentecost 
in Year B (Romans 8:12-17). It can be 
adapted for whichever Sunday your 
church celebrates Peace with Justice 
Sunday. The children’s message is 
designed to coordinate with the “We Are 
Family” liturgy, offering talk, sermon, 
youth resources and children’s bulletin. 

You will need:
•  A smart phone or tablet with photos of 

the leader’s family and with a camera 
that offers a “selfie” view, or

•  A family photo album and a mirror

“ All who are led by God’s Spirit are 
God’s sons and daughters.” 
Romans 8:14, CEB

Ask the children to repeat after you:
All who are led by God’s Spirit 
are God’s sons and daughters.

SAY:
“All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons and daughters. 
You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into 
fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his 
children. With this Spirit, we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The same Spirit 
agrees with our spirit, that we are God’s children.” 
This is a passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans 8:14-16, CEB.

Begin to show photos of your family and share some of the 
associated stories and why each person is important to you. 

Ask if anyone has sisters or brothers.

SAY: 
“Siblings, sisters and brothers, are people who have the same 
parent or parents. Sometimes families have adopted children, 
birth children, stepchildren. There are all kinds of different 
families. But the important thing is that however they come 
together, everyone is family. And families watch out for one 
another.”

Switch your phone or tablet to selfie view (or pick up  
that mirror). 
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SAY:
 “You know, reading Paul’s letter this morning, I am reminded 
that I have even more family members. Would you like to see 
some of my very special siblings?”

Move your phone or tablet (or mirror) around the group so that 
they see an image of themselves. 

SAY:
“Each one of us is God’s children. And that makes us siblings 
with Jesus who is our brother and with one another. Paul is 
explaining to people who didn’t feel connected to one another 
that they are a family. In this letter he shares that because we are 
all God’s children, we are one family. We must take care of one 
another. We must do what we can to get along.”

Today we celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday with other United 
Methodist churches. Together as one family, we are doing what 
we can to make sure our sisters and brothers around the world 
are taken care of. We support ministries to help everyone in 
God’s family have a safe place to live, access to good health, jobs 
and education that are fair and laws that treat all people with 
love. 

Will you pray with me?
Thank you, God, our heavenly parent, for making us all one 
family covered in your love. Thank you for our brother, Jesus, 
who connects us. Help us each to be part of taking care of our 
family with ministries that 


