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GRACE
www.graceri.org
Sunday Service

The
Pastor’s
Desk

Sundays at a 10:00
Masks are required.

From Pastor Barr

Social distancing
practiced.

I write to you with the
hope of spring within
my heart. Although
the day that I am
writing to you all is
cold and frigid, my
heart is warmed with
the hope of a new season. True to our Lenten journey, we
nd ourselves in a barren place, in the wilderness. But we
can see the light ahead, guiding us, leading us, calling us into
the new season of life. As we continue our journey, in Lent,
towards the cross of our Savior, may we be ever mindful that
our Liturgy is always, let me repeat, ALWAYS cradled in the
resurrection. Our entire liturgical cycle, every single
worship service, every single prayer of joy or concern, nds
its truth and meaning in the resurrection
As I focus and ponder on our Christian hope of the
resurrection, the most amazing of gifts. I realize that as if
the gift of life could be punctuated with something more,
God once again surpasses our hopes and anticipation by
granting us the gift of God’s own Spirit! The day when Jesus
ascended and the Holy Spirit fell upon the people, like
tongues of re. The day of Pentecost! May we be ever
mindful that this same Spirit is raining down on us today.
So, as we continue in the Lenten journey, may we
know that even in this time in the wilderness that, the risen
Christ is with us. As we walk towards the cross, may we see
our Holy Savior. As we awake, to nd the empty tomb, let

Services will be posted on
Facebook and our website
following the Sunday service.

Reach Us
Feel free to contact Grace with
your prayer requests,
questions, comments…
anything at all.
Grace United Methodist
Church
10 Park Avenue
Westerly, RI 02891
401-596-8000

Follow Us
@graceumcRI
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Grace United Methodist Church

Grace United Methodist Church

Please join us for
Bible study!

March-April 2021

us call to our beloved Jesus. And as we witness the ascension
of the Lord, may we fully receive of the Holy Spirit! May the
peace of our Lord be with you all
Blessings, Pastor

Sunday School Scoop

Easter Season is Coming!
Palm Sunday, March 28
(Online)
Maundy Thursday, April 1

(Online Communion Service 5pm)

Good Friday, April 2
(Online Service 6pm)
Easter Sunday, April 4
(Outdoor Easter Vigil 8am)
💐🌷🌸🌼

Looking towards spring, the
Sunday school will be
working on a community
garden by the playground.
Stay tuned for more
information and on how
you can help
Please follow our Sunday
school Facebook page
(@gracesundayschool) and
visit our page on Grace’s
website (https://
www.graceri.org/sunday-school), especially if you cannot attend
Sunday school in person

Outreach and Servic
By Pastor Barry and Theresa Grega
During January and February, the LaFazia Project teamed up
with the Winter Warm Up campaign to provide hats,
mittens, and scarves for local children. Donations were
made to the State Street School and the West Vine Street
School. Thank you to everyone who donated and thanks to
Brenda LaFazia and Lois Fulton for getting these donations
to the schools. The Winter Warm Up campaign also put
scarves, hats and gloves out on our fence for those in need.
Thanks to all who donated. The neighborhood children
expressed their gratitude, and it was nice to see people
come by and take what they needed.
For the month of February, the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
was dedicated to the Do ar Makes a Di erence campaign
where WARM “receives contributions designated for
heating assistance to help nancially struggling men,
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Grace United Methodist Church

Are you being called to
service?

March-April 2021

women, and children.” (http://warmcenter.org/dollarmakes-a-di erence/). Through your generosity, $250 will go
to this wonderful program. Thanks so much!

Trustees’ Bea
✦

We will need help assembling the
Palm Sunday Kits on Saturday,
March 20 from 10am-12pm

✦

For Mother’s Day, we will need
help putting carnations on the
“Giving Fence” (fence by the
playground) for children to give to
their moms

✦

Calling all gardeners and handy
folks! Want to help the Sunday
school with their community
garden project? May 2 & 9 the
Sunday school will assemble their
raised beds, and May 16 & 23 they
will plant.

✦

The LaFazia Project will be hosting
a back to school backpack drive in
July for the children

✦

We are also looking to do a diaper
drive in September

✦

In October, we have Socktober.
Collecting socks for the homeless
and others in need

✦

Our food drive is in November.

✦

In December, the LaFazia Project
will host a snow boots and winter
coat drive for the children.

Do you have a good idea for a
service opportunity? We would
love to hear about it.
Email umcgrace@gmail.com

By Pastor
Barr
Unfortunately
the large tree
on Spruce
Street between
the corner of
Park Ave. and
our parking
entrance has
been slowly dying. Trustees realizing that it was becoming a
danger to the community as branches were frequently
falling, made the decision to have it removed. Before
trustees had an opportunity to remove the tree, Town of
Westerly reached out the Church stating that they need to
remove the tree and that they would cover the expense
because it was on Town property.

Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

🌱🦋🍎🌷🎶🎶🎶🎶

This hymn of
“In the Bulb There is a Flower”
promise unfolds
by Natalie Sleeth
feelings of hope,
In the bulb there is a ower;
and to me, con rms
In the seed, an apple tree;
a creator who
In cocoons, a hidden promise:
reveals His love for
Butter ies will soon be free!
me and for all by
In the cold and snow of winter
opening the beauty
There’s a spring that waits to be,
that begins in
Unrevealed until its season,
March. In the
garden at this time,
small patches of
color emerge even if snow drifts persist. Purple crocus and grape
hyacinth, white snow drops, yellow da odils and sweet tiny
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Special Sundays 2021
A portion of the Pastor's
Discretionary Fund will be
used for Special Sundays.
January 17, 2021: Human
Relations
March 14, 2021: UMCOR
April 18, 2021: Native
American Ministries
May 30, 2021: Peace with
Justice
October 3, 2021: World
Communion
November 28, 2021:
United Methodist
Student Day
Check out Grace’s website
for more information.

March-April 2021

bluets. The good Lord is in control! No matter what goes on around
us, the garden shows that He is with us. He has a plan!
Although I read many gardening books and make planning charts,
in the end I always ask Jesus to guide my planting. The garden that I
work in now is only 3 years old, for me. There is much to do. This
small property with its 50 year old house tells a story of times of joy
and sadness. This was revealed by tangles of overgrown shrubs, a
brick patio that was under six inches of weeds and grass, a crab apple
tree with dead branches going every which way. Yet each spring
hundreds of tiny colorful bulbs pop up. Someone spent a lot of time
planting these! Beautiful purple and yellow Iris and in the early
summer the most amazing, sweet smelling dark pink roses in
unexpected places. I’ve grown roses for many years, but this one
never crossed my path in gardens or gardening catalogs. Someone
spent time nding and planting this special rose. Life is expressed in
a garden. I ask that Jesus will help me not only to tell my story but to
share a place of beauty, provision, and comfort with all who visit
If your garden is on a windowsill or bright place in your home,
March is a wonderful time to nd Spring plants in the grocery store
in pretty pots. Herbs too will bring the feeling of the Lord’s provision
by adding avor to your food, health bene ts to your body ,including
the most peaceful feeling from their colors, textures and lovely
scents. Many are easy to grow outside or inside. There are vegetable
seeds that can be started inside then placed wherever they can get six
hours of sun. Cucumbers are one of the easiest seeds to grow. The
Bible has many references to seed. In the book of Luke, Jesus says
that the word of God is like a seed and explains what happens when
the farmer plants. (Luke 8:5-15) You may nd it fun to look up this
parable as you spend time with Jesus in your garden
When we garden we learn from our mistakes. March and April,
Spring: a time for new beginnings. As the hymn tells us, “From the
past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery. Unrevealed until
its season, something God alone can see.” I pray as you spend time
with Jesus in your garden, that you nd yourself feeling renewed and
hopeful with anticipation for the mystery that is about to be revealed
this season
I would love to hear your thoughts about spring planting and time
with Jesus in your garden and share this with our church family. You
can email me. Gracecottage43@comcast.ne

.
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