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Sunday Service
Sundays at a 10:00
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Social distancing
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the state.
Services will be posted on
Facebook and our website
following the Sunday service.

Reach Us
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your prayer requests,
questions, comments…
anything at all.
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10 Park Avenue
Westerly, RI 02891
401-596-8000
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@graceumcRI
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The
Pastor’s
Desk
From Pastor Barry

Count your
Blessings.
Grace and Peace in
the name of our
Savior Jesus Christ!
Happy New Year!
As we prepare to look forward to this New Year, I thought
it would be nice to stop for a moment and look back on all
the Blessings we have had at Grace UMC in 2021.
I invite us to stop and re ect upon all the Blessings we have
received this past year.
It may sound strange and out of touch with the worldly
standards, to re ect on our blessings during a year with
much turmoil. It is easier to think about all the bad things
that have happened, rather than focusing on the good. But
as people that are united in the promise of new life,
perhaps, it is even stranger to center our thoughts on our
problems rather than our blessings.
Re ecting on this thought, recall a simple poem called,
simply enough, Count Your Blessings
Count your blessings instead of your crosses;
Count your gains instead of your losses.
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Count your joys instead of your woes;
Count your friends instead of your foes.
Count your smiles instead of your tears;
Count your courage instead of your fears.
Count your full years instead of your lean;
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.
Count your health instead of your wealth;
Count on God instead of yourself.
- Anonymous
Although, I believe that this poem contains many systematic truths, the rst line stood out to
me the most, “Count your blessings instead of your crosses.” As Christians we feel the shadow of the
cross, but we are also ever reminded that it is through the cross our Savior conquered the power
of it! Through the pain of the cross God now o ers us new life and the blessings that this life
o ers.
There are so many Blessings that our God o ers to us. I once again invite us to take a moment
and re ect on a particular Blessing that God has Blessed you/us with, this last year.
Yes, it is true. We nd ourselves facing many crosses in our lives. It is easy to cling to the old
rugged cross. But as followers of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us, let us exchange those
crosses for the promised crown (Old Rugged Cross - UMH 504).
It is a personal Blessing to the pastor to you all, to a people whose heart burns for the Lord. May
our hearts burn with a passion of support and love for our sisters and brothers. May we share in
the saving Grace of our Lord in our words, action, and love throughout this new year. And may
we feel ever blessed by the Spirit of God that is perpetually breathing new life in our sanctuary,
homes, and lives.
As we focus our vision towards 2022, I am excited to see, to share, and to live out all the Blessings
that await!
Happy New Year!
Blessings,
Pastor Barry

Sunday School Scoop
By Cathy Burdick
The children at Grace UMC
have been busy during this
Advent season. Children
contribute to take turns as
acolyte on Sunday morning,
lighting the altar candles. They
also took turns lighting the
weekly advent candles as special
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prayers were shared with the congregation. Children's giggles could be heard as they
participated in decorating the sanctuary with beautiful Christmas wreaths, greens and tree
ornaments. Christmas ornaments were passed out by the children during Christmas services,
o ering the congregation another traditional expression of love at this special time of year. We
look forward to the New Year and all that Sunday School will o er our children.
Also, please follow our Sunday school Facebook page (@gracesundayschool) and visit our page
on Grace’s website (https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school), especially if you cannot attend
Sunday school in person.

Outreach and Service
By Pastor Barry and Theresa Gregal
October’s Socktober drive raised 8 bags of
new socks for those in need at Warm Shelter.
November’s Food Drive sent two shopping
carts full of food for the Pawcatuck
Neighborhood Center. Come read the lovely
thank you letter from the PNC in the
narthex.
Also in November, through the birthday
money basket plus a contribution from the
Pastor's Discretionary Fund, $300 was
donated to WARM’s Dollar Makes a
Di erence heating assistance campaign.
Our Giving Fence will be hosting the Winter
Warm Up campaign again this year. We
collect hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for adults and children. These items are attached to the
Giving Fence for those passing by who are in need. Donations can be left in the donation box
outside the narthex doors after January 3.

Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barry
Our new furnace has proved to be a wonderful investment. We are saving a tremendous amount
of money by converting to an energy e cient gas system. We will share a nancial report in a
later newsletter.
We are carefully monitoring the Covid restrictions and ask for people to follow recommended
CDC guidelines. Equipment have been installed to o er all services, meetings, and studies to be
available online.
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Worship & Membership Team
By Theresa Gregal
We were very happy with how the Hanging of the Greens
turned out. It was a delightful with minimal chaos with
very much a family vibe. Thank you to all who came out
in person and online. For the Christmas candlelight
service this year, the team decided to do the luminaries
with mason jars and votive candles. It looked great.
Thanks for all who made it possible by donation and by
setting them up and taking them down. Awesome team
e ort! With everyone’s help, the sanctuary looked, and
smelled, great this Christmas season. What should we do
next?
The Worship and Membership Team meet the rst
Tuesday of each month from 6:00-7:00pm in a hybrid
meeting. For more information about the Team, visit
www.graceri.org or email umcgrace@gmail.com.

Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋
John Wesley said, “God does nothing except in response to
believing prayer”
And so, thanks to our praying, Pastor Barry Burdick, a small
group hearing the call to pray for others began at Grace in
2021. The challenge of Covid 19 with new variances hindered
in-person gathering; but the internet, which many times
distracts, opened a way to receive prayer requests via e-mail
and group texts giving the prayer team a voice to lift up those
prayers together.
In December, thanks to a praying Pastor Michele Melia, we
joined with Westerly UMC to pray for each other’s prayer
requests. There have already been times to rejoice! Answered
prayers and answers in unexpected ways. God is listening and
responding.
Praise God!
It’s January, a time when we make new year resolutions. What
change would you like to make this year ? I have a suggestion.
Ask yourself. What did God do for me in 2021 ? And here’s a
thought asked by an amazing Bible study teacher named
Connie, who encouraged us to ponder: Where might God be
leading you? Could it be that He is calling you to pray for
others? If so, please sign up for In His Grace Prayer Team on
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www.graceri.org. We welcome you.
‘’In souls lled with love, the desire to please God is
continued prayer” John Wesley
Gardening with Jesus truly begins for me in February.
Garden catalogs are piling up. My spirit lls with
excitement as I plan the focus of this year's planting. I
need the Lord to slow me down. I need to listen to
the promptings of the Holy Spirit so that purchasing
seed packets doesn’t y away from my budget. Which
it kind of did last year. The bright side is that I do
have some pretty packets of seeds from last year, and
I did save seeds from my last season's plants. Each
year the catalogs are more beautiful. Bright colors,
new varieties, buy 5 get one free. Pretty tempting!
In today’s world, despite the injustices we see, the
high cost of living, the fear of global warming, food
insecurity and more, we still fall for the temptations. Marketing! It is so easy to get caught up by the
great advertising graphics and convincing words that ood each day. We want, we need, we can put in on
a card. We hide out from reality by being entertained and shopping. I think how talented marketers are.
I think of all the good we could do if we spent time gardening with Jesus. Taking time to listen to His
teachings, nding ways to help others, to share or learn something that interests us. What is my talent?
What is your talent? Our God given gifts for a purpose in this world. Perhaps if we make time to garden
with Jesus, to step back from the oodgates in our lives and listen to His promptings, we can make some
really good changes. Maybe you saved some seeds of dreams that you can plant this year. I know if you
make the choice to ask Him for guidance, He will show you the way.
Happy New Year! Happy Gardening with Jesus!

Bible Study

Unfortunately, due to
current Covid conditions,
our Co ee Time after the
Sunday service will be
suspended for the next
few weeks.

Start date January 19
Wednesdays from
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Hybrid meeting. Join in
person or online.
Topic: Romans using the Immersion Bible
Studies by Lynn H. Cohick
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