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The 
Pastor’s 
Desk 
From Pastor Barry

Friends, as many of 
you know, I have just 
completed my 
master's degree in 
divinity at Wesley 
theological seminary 
in Washington, DC. I 

want to thank you all for the support and care you have 
given me over the years as I've worked towards this degree. 
The picture I enclosed in this letter was taken in the 
summer of 2016 in Washington DC at the Metropolitan 
United Methodist Church when I completed the Course of 
Study Certificate for ministry. The picture was taken 
unannounced by me. This photo is dear to me, for when I 
saw it, I realized that my mother happened to capture the 
moment of reflection that I decided to go to school to 
attain a Master in Divinity. As I humbly share this 
expression of gratitude with all of you, I must say that it's 
not only your support that has made this venture possible. I 
think back to my early childhood days and my struggles 
regarding education. Unfortunately, many did not offer me 
much support or guidance. They were the people that 
reinforced in me that I couldn't do it. However, during the 
same time, there was, on occasion, a teacher, a respected 
guardian, other than my very supported parents, that 
offered me genuine moments of support to show me, to 
help me believe in myself. 
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Sunday Service 

Sundays at a 10:00  

Services will be posted on 
Facebook and our website 
following the Sunday service. 

Reach Us 

Feel free to contact Grace with 
your prayer requests, 
questions, comments…
anything at all.  

Grace United Methodist 
Church 

10 Park Avenue 

Westerly, RI 02891 

401-596-8000 

Follow Us 

@graceumcRI 

GraceUMCRI

GRACE 
 www.graceri.org
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When I graduated high school, I knew I would never attend college. I knew I'd always be a 
Carpenter. And although I love being a Carpenter and working in my family business, God 
revealed other plans for me. God offered me dreams that I knew were impossible but through 
God’s goodness and grace demonstrated that “all things are possible through and in Christ Jesus.” 

I wish to share at least two expressions highlighting a calling for witness in your life. One, as I 
just stated, there were many significant influences in my life, both positive and negative. The 
negative voices taught me to persevere through toxic energy and to be independent. The positive 
voices taught me to see value in myself when I did not see it for myself. You are an influence. You 
just are. Which type of influence you have is up to you. Which do you choose to be? And two. 
This one is critical. Are you ready? Follow your dreams! Life is short but good! Please don't waste 
the time we are given. Do what you love! 

I was just recently asked what my greatest achievement was. I 
shared that I would be dismissive if I didn't acknowledge the 
importance of my spouse and children; they are my greatest joy. But 
to share my greatest achievement, it would be that I do what I love. 
I work really, really hard, so I don't have to 'work.' Those who know 
me understand that this is not a call towards laziness. So, what do I 
mean? If you can show up each day to a position that you love, then 
it no longer is a job but rather a way of life… I ask you, what could 
be a greater achievement than doing what you love?! Now, working 

towards such a goal isn't easy… It requires discipline and, yes, hard 
work. But I promise you it is worth it. You are worth it! 

I invite you to follow God's voice calling us to live in the goodness as expressed through his son 
Jesus Christ. Work hard to be the type of person who loves this magnificent gift of life. Once 
again, I thank you all, and as I sing praises to our savior Jesus Christ.

PS. One last note. The young man in this picture, taken 
in 2016 that decided to go to school, felt a bit 
overwhelmed with the idea of working toward a degree. 
He didn't even have an associate's degree. Such a goal 
could take over ten years! This young man of 43 didn't 
feel so young, realizing he would be in his 50s' before 
attaining his goal. But he decided to take the next step. 
He enrolled in CCRI and, in 2018, received his 
associate's degree. In 2020 found himself graduating 
from URI with a BA in social sciences. Now just two 
years later, in 2022, at the age of 49, years young, 
completing this daunting goal dreamed up on those steps 
in front of that church years ago. Remember, if he didn't 
take that first step towards following his dream, he 
would still be 49. But I fear he would be 49 years old 
without his degree rather than young with new and 
exciting dreams. 

2



Grace United Methodist Church September-October 2022

Sunday School Scoop 
By Cathy Burdick

All season our Sunday School has been 
very busy preparing for the August 21 
Celebration. 

Summer lessons focused on the local 
environment, including the No-Mow 
garden at Grace Church. This garden will 
encourage bees, birds, butterflies and insects needed for a 
flourishing garden. Students made bird and bat houses as well as 
feeders for hummingbirds. Children were encouraged to be 
appreciative, grateful and pro-active, carrying for God's beautiful 
creation.

August 21 culminated this season's program with a video 
depicting children learning, 
creating and sharing. It was clear 
that our youth had happy, 
successful learning experiences. 

Following the service, there was a 
cook out for families and neighbors 
were welcomed to celebrate as well. 
The Bounce House and face painting 
made it extra fun for everyone. 
Special thanks go out to all who 
contributed to this fun-filled 
celebration. 

I, for, one, can not wait to see what special lessons our dedicated 
teacher, Danielle, has planned for next season. 

Please follow our Sunday school Facebook page 
(@gracesundayschool) and visit our page on Grace’s website 
(https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school), especially if you cannot 
attend Sunday school in person.
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Do you have pictures from our Family Block Party 
that you are willing to share? Please send them to 

Theresa via text at 301-651-4996 or email 
tagpersonal@hotmail.com. Thanks. 

https://www.graceri.org/sunday-school
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Worship and Membership Team
By Theresa Gregal

Here is what’s going on in our ongoing ministries:

La Fazia Project: Brenda has reached out to the State Street School 
about needed school supplies. We are waiting until a few weeks in, 
so Grace can help with fill in the supply gaps they may still have. 
We are also asking if they have an Amazon Wishlist that we can 
help out with throughout the year. 

The Giving Fence: This September we will be putting out school 
supplies for local kids. The Sunday school gang is helping out with 
that. (Thanks!)

Soctober: This October we will be collecting new socks for the 
homeless. It is one of the items often overlooked. These will be 
collected throughout October and then donated to the WARM 
Shelter for those in need. 

We are also looking ahead to Thanksgiving service and the Advent 
season. More information will be available in the next newsletter 
and our website and things progress.

Please keep joining us for coffee and snacks after service. Let’s get 
to know each other.

The Worship and Membership Team meets the first Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00pm (in person and online).
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Come join us on September 
18 following Sunday service 
as we plant wildflowers and 
other flowering specimens 
beloved by our friends, The 
Pollinators: bees, birds and 
butterflies.
 
Flowers put in now will 
sprout in spring to feed the 
bees as they awaken and 
welcome back birds and 
butterflies as they return. 
Pastor Barry will prep spots 
in our pollination garden to 
make for easy planting that 
day. Come with a clump of 
something from your garden 
or nearby roadside, and we 
will plant pollination 
“snacks to attract.” 

Suggestions include 
cornflowers, poppies, 
catmint, cowslip, daisies, or 
herbs like chamomile, 
thyme, comfrey, oregano, 
lemon balm, lavender and 
rosemary.
 
Please RSVP by September 
10 regarding your plant 
donation and plans to attend 
to Julie at 401.742.4553.  
The 3 B’s will thank you!

BIBLE STUDY 
When 

Wednesday, September 21 through October 12 

Time 
6-7:30pm. 

Topic 
4-week online Bible study on select stories from 

the Gospel of John. 

Week 1, Jesus at the Wedding. 
Week 2, woman at the well. 

Week 3, Jesus draws in the sand. 
Week 4, Jesus feed the multitudes.

Grace Gardens
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Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barry

The trustees continue to 
be busy since the last 
newsletter. The back hall 
of the church has been 

painted a beautiful new 
bright blue. The playground has been stained. Our 
new outside library space on the front Narthex 
porch, called the “Narthex Nook” now has cards 
with internet access and a charging station.  There is 
now a bench and birdbath next to the playground in 
our flower garden. Be sure to check out this 
welcoming space.

Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

Hopefully, September and October, a new season, will bring about a much needed weather 
change for the garden. We have been in a drought for two months. The parched ground tossing 
up dust with every step testifies to our need for rain. My prayers each day for rain as I scan the 
crispy brown lawn and leaves of usually abundant raspberry bushes includes a complaint to Jesus, 
reminding Him that “rainy days and Mondays” never get me down. 

The Carpenter’s song from the 70’s “ Rainy days and Mondays Always Get Me Down,” an old 
favorite, is not how I feel as a gardener. Rainy days take the burden of watering from me, and 

Mondays always give me a fresh start in the garden.
 
How could Jesus allow my plants to shrink and dry up? All the time 
and work I’d put in along with the money spent for new plants, 
fertilizer and mulch to keep moisture in the plant roots. I felt so 
disappointed. Lord, why have you let this happen? Still, deep inside 
my heart sings: “Precious Lord Take My Hand,” “Trust and Obey,” 
“Breathe on me Breath of God,” “You are “A Way Maker”🎶  My 
hope is in you!
 
He reminds me of the many storms that He has brought me 
through. Health storms, loss of loved ones, lifestyle changes, floods 
and a house fire, too. This drought is a life storm to me because of 
the importance of the garden in this season of my life. It provides 
food, exercise, entertainment and beauty to share with others. Lord 
hear my prayers. He assures me with the hope I have in my heart, 

Romans 15:13 He gives me an old Elvis song more than 45 years ago but it encourages me. ‘’You’ll 
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Never Walk Alone” (actually originated by Gerry 
and the Pacemakers). You can youtube it.
 
Gardening with Jesus may not always be as we 
expect but with Him we always have hope and 
the assurance that we are not alone. I will wait 
patiently in this new season for the changes that 
He will bring. His Word speaks to me as I walk 
my garden with Him. Galatians 5:22-23, The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Thank you Jesus for gardening with me. 🌻  

Prayer Team
By Lois Fulton

Over the summer Grace’s Prayer Team has 
remained faithful and strong.
We are seeing God’s Grace in answered prayer as 
well as gaining strength when
There is much to lament over in our world.

Praying together brings an awareness of God in our midst as we trust in Him together.
Please join us to lift our brothers and sisters up in their needs. Step outside of your comfort zone 
and know the blessings of making a difference in His service. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  
Pastor Barry will start holding regular 

monthly “all church meetings” starting in 
September. They will be held the 2nd 

Monday of each month from 
6:00-7:00pm in a hybrid format.  

This meeting s a way for all committees 
to effectively communicate with each 
other in the workings and functions of 
the church. If you are on a committee, 

would like to be on a committee, or just 
not sure, please reach out to Pastor 

Barry via email umcgrace@gmail.com 
with the subject line “All church 

Meeting” 

mailto:umcgrace@gmail.com
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