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The 
Pastor’s 
Desk 
To my fellow sisters 
and brothers in 
Christ. As we make 
our way through the 
fall and into the 
winter months, we 
now approach our 
Annual Charge 

Conference. We will meet with our District Superintendent, 
Rev. Wanda Santos-Perez, online on Sunday, December 4, at 6 
pm on Zoom. All are welcome to attend the Charge 
Conference. Please email me a request to join, and I will send 
you the link.

There is something unique to fall in New England. It is 
beyond the beauty of the colorful foliage. I discovered it years 
ago when my family visited the Southern States. I call it the 
squirrel syndrome. Let me explain. Like the feverous frenzy of 
a squirrel gathering nuts and preparing for the long and cold 
winter months, we are filled with this same burst of energy 
and excitement. When down in Florida, I noticed that the 
residents seemed to keep a slow and steady pace. But not 
here. Preparing for the cold days ahead appears to have 
imbedded us with feelings of urgency. 

As Thanksgiving and Christmas approach, it only gets worse. 
Before we know it, we are all running around in a frenzy. 
Forgetting what it’s all about. 
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Sunday Service 

Sundays at a 10:00  

Services will be posted on 
Facebook and our website 
following the Sunday service. 

Reach Us 

Feel free to contact Grace with 
your prayer requests, 
questions, comments…
anything at all.  

Grace United Methodist 
Church 

10 Park Avenue 

Westerly, RI 02891 

401-596-8000 

Follow Us 

@graceumcRI 

GraceUMCRI

GRACE 
 www.graceri.org
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It reminds me of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (1 
Corinthians 9:24-26)

“Do you not know that in a race, the runners all 
compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a 
way that you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control 
in all things; they do it to receive a perishable garland, 
but we have an imperishable one. So I do not run 
aimlessly nor box as though beating the air.”

I offer this reminder as we enter this busy time of year. 
Slow down; take time to remember why we run this 
race. Take time to be with your loved ones. Take time to 
be with God. Do not let this frantic world steal you of 
your joy. I pray that all of you have a blessed and joyous 
Thanksgiving and keep a healthy pace as you go through 
the advent season. 

All for Jesus,
Blessings, Pastor B

Sunday School Scoop 
By Catherine Theberge Burdick and Danielle Burdick Burns

Grace's Sunday School children had been busy in 
October painting pumpkins and preparing Halloween 
treat bags for the Church's Giving Fence. The 
community looks forward to new items shared there 
and they can help themselves to items, knowing they 
were placed there with love.

Students have been learning about The Missing Man 
Table as they prepare for a Veterans' Day presentation 
during church service. It is also known as the Fallen 
Comrade Table and is steeped in symbolism. Each item 
on the table represents the emotion and feelings 
reserved for those that did not come home from war. It 
reminds us of fallen, missing in action, or imprisoned 
US Military Service Members. Join us on Sunday, 
November 13 for their presentation. 

Outreach and Service
By Theresa Gregal

Last September, the LaFazia Project provided the State 
Street School with some much needed school supplies 
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Important Dates 

Monday, November 7 at 6:00pm SPRC

 Sunday, December 4 at 6:00pm Charge 
Conference (Zoom only)

Special Services 

November 13, Fallen Soldier Table 
Presentation

November 20, Thanksgiving/The Feast of 
Christ

November 27, Advent starts

December 11, Hanging of the Greens

December 24, Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service
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like dice for learning activities, staplers, and a laminator. On 
the Giving Fence, bags of school supplies were hung for local 
kids. Thanks to Barbi and Brenda for getting that together 
and the Grace youth group for helping out. During October 
or “Socktober,” new socks were collected for the local 
homeless. The Giving Fence struck again with Halloween 
candy for the local kids. Thank you Barbi for getting that 
together. 

Coming up…November will be our food drive for the 
Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center. Non-perishable food will 
be collected November 1 through November 20. Fresh food 
will be accepted on November 20 only. The PNC was very 
appreciative last year for the fresh, perishable food like 
vegetables and fruit.

The LaFazia Project continues to help the students at State 
Street School. As winter approaches, the LaFazia Project will 
reach out to the Grace family via Sunday service, social 
media, and the website about upcoming drives. 

All birthday money continues to go to a  Dollar Makes a 
Difference campaign where WARM “receives contributions 
designated for heating assistance to help financially struggling 
men, women, and children.” 
(http://warmcenter.org/dollar-
makes-a-difference/). 

Trustees’ Beat
By Pastor Barry

The Narthex floor is repaired 
and the heat is now working. We are purchasing a small 
refrigerator for our gatherings after Sunday’s Service. The 
parsonage has had all of the screens in the windows replaced. 
And repairs were made to the garage. We will be preparing 
for the winter snow. Trustees are pleased to report that all 
major repairs that we had on our list have been fixed. 

Gardening with Jesus
By Lois Fulton 🦋

I was listening to this song while doing some fall clean up in the 
garden the other day. The unique melody composed by Elton John, 
is interesting, uplifting and beautiful. My heart was filled with joy 
and thanksgiving after picking the last tomatoes which would finish 
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Do you have a good idea 
for a service opportunity? 

We would love to hear 
about it.  

http://warmcenter.org/dollar-makes-a-difference/
http://warmcenter.org/dollar-makes-a-difference/
http://warmcenter.org/dollar-makes-a-difference/
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ripening inside, in brown paper bags. There were peppers and 
green beans to harvest as well. I raked up the beds and 
decided to sit down to research what others thought about 
the song. Words like philosophical and environmental popped 
out at me.
 
That was not what had gone through MY head. To me the 
circle of life is God’s plan for us. The sad, dark word “despair” 
bothered me at first reading of the lyrics. Everything else; 
hope, love, faith, winding path rang true. But despair?!
 
I listened to the song again . Pondering. The sky was almost a 
sapphire blue. The sun touched leaves on bushes and trees 
around me causing them to brightly glimmer in their fall 
colors. Yellow, red, gold, orange. O Jesus help me to 
understand, I prayed.
 
Of course!
 
We do come from a place of despair, until we call on Jesus. 
Until we ask Him to be in our lives. He is the way, the truth 
and the life. He is the way maker. He is the alpha and the 
omega , the author of our faith, the bread of life. Our 
redeemer. He makes our paths straight.The garden will be 
cleaned up and the beauty of fall will come to an end. 
Preparation for winter and Christmas will fill the crisp cold 
days.
 
As our paths unwind to see the baby in the manger there is an 
opportunity to move from despair to hope. To find a place 
where an endless love will guide us to see things and do things 
never imagined. Yes, here in my fall garden with Jesus, I do 
understand, and believe.Truly the circle of life is God’s plan. 

I don't know if Tim Rice was thinking philosophically, 
environmentally or heavenly when he wrote the words to this 
wonderful song but music does speak to each of us in our own 
way, after all.

Grace Garden Club
By Pastor Barry

The Grace Garden Club is happy to announce that Wyatt Burns has 
decided to work with the Grace on his senior project. He is going to 
grow vegetables for the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center. He is 
starting them from seed and will be creating a veggie garden at 
Grace. He has already been helping with the Pollination Garden. 
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🎶 🎶 🎶 🎶   

I would like to share a song 
with you, “The Circle of Life”

from the Lion King.  

Think about the words. 

 
From the day we arrive on the planet 

And blinking, step into the sun 
There’s more to see than can ever be 

seen 
More to do than can ever be done 

There’s far too much to take in here 
More to find than can ever be found 

But the sun rolling high 
Through the sapphire sky 

Keeps great and small on the endless 
round

It’s the Circle of Life 
And it moves us all 

Through despair and hope 
Through faith and love 
Till we find our place 

On the path unwinding In the circle of 
life.

(Tim Rice, lyrics) 
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Worship & Membership Team
By Theresa Gregal

The Worship & Membership Team has been busy. We have been overseeing our various ministries and 
planning for the season ahead of us. This team rocks! If you are interested in what we are doing, our 
monthly minutes and agendas are available through our page on Grace’s webpage or join us after service 
for coffee and goodies and chat with us. 
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See you on Sunday!
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